
December 28, 2021

Dear Mansfield Township School District Community,

I hope this letter finds you well and are enjoying the winter break.

Over the last few days, COVID surges have returned the pandemic to the forefront for school districts across
the state. I know school community members have questions, especially after learning that some New Jersey
schools have temporarily implemented remote learning.

We are monitoring the situation as we continue balancing the health of our students and staff with our belief
that the most effective learning takes place in person. These objectives cannot be pursued independently.  The
COVID landscape changes rapidly, but by following the direction of our local Health Officer, we will
consistently act in the best interest of our community.

How is the decision made to go remote?

Last year, each COVID case in schools prompted a significant number of students and staff members to
quarantine. Two cases or more could have resulted in a two-week closure. This year, we have worked with the
Burlington County Health Department to determine our response on a case-by-case basis. Factors such as the
number of cases in each classroom and evidence of in-school transmission are considered. We will take the
least disruptive path possible to ensure student safety.

How can I help my child deal with the stress of the ongoing pandemic?

Our counseling team has ramped up social and emotional supports over the past two years; services are
available to students, families, and staff.  Please consult your pediatrician, as well as, follow up with our
guidance counselors upon our return to assist your child..

Will I receive notification of positive COVID cases?

Parents are reminded that the District will announce positive cases via Blackboard to the parents/guardian's
cell phone number on record with the school. Please make certain you keep this information current and
contact the main office of your child's school to update your information as needed. We notify all enrolled
students' families in the case of any positive cases in the District. You may also refer to the COVID Dashboard

https://www.mansfieldschool.com/Page/1575


to review the ongoing updates.

What if my child feels sick during break?

School medical staff will not be available in person over winter break, however, email is a sufficient way to
communicate.  If your child is not feeling well as we get close to our return to school on Jan. 3, please err on
the side of caution and keep them home. You can call the school nurse on Jan. 3 for additional guidance.  To
ensure, COVID test results are received by our nurse offices, please send COVID testing results directly to
MTES Nurse Porrini at gporrini@mansfieldschool.com and Nurse Kowalczyk at
tkowalcyk@mansfieldschool.com.

What is going to happen after winter break?

We will continue evaluating the situation when we return from break. The New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) and the New Jersey Department of Health are closely tracking the current impact of
COVID-19 and the Omicron variant on in-person education throughout the State.   Prior to closing any school
building(s) due to COVID-19, I will first consult with the local health department to determine if building
closure is the most appropriate response to the circumstances in a given school building.  It is worth restating
that keeping schools open requires everyone’s participation. The healthy practices families follow outside of
school, increase the chances of keeping students and staff safe in school. As of today, school is in session for in
person learning for January 3, 2022.

Please remain diligent as we face this latest challenge together. As we approach the last few days of the year
2021, I wish everyone a happy and healthy 2022!

Tiffany J. Moutis, Superintendent
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